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READY TO START: 
AT THIS POINT, I THINK YOU SHOULD BE BETTER ARMED WITH SOME KNOWLEDGE ON 
NUTRITION FOR THE CANINE AND THE ANATOMY OF SKIN AND HAIR, ALONG WITH 
PRODUCT INFORMATION, ARE YOU? 
Hopefully you have read NUTRITION FOR THE CANINE, ANATOMY OF SKIN AND HAIR and 
PRODUCT FACTS and have put it into practice. Now, once you have a healthy dog and 
understand the basics of skin, hair and what products are made of and how they work, you will 
understand a little more about what it will take to grow a gorgeous coat.  The next question is now 
that my dog has a gorgeous coat, how to keep and protect it? It’s one thing to grow a healthy 
gorgeous coat, but put into the wrong hands and it’s like the old story “some people can make a 
sows ear out of a silk purse”. An Afghan male will stand as tall as 29 inches. That is a lot of hair 
growth ahead of you to care for and protect. This coat will be on the dog for years to come if it is 
cultivated properly. I can’t stress enough, the sooner you start using the right 6.5 pH chemically 
balanced shampoo products and conditioning (such as, Summerwinds Shine-Onnn Shampoo, 
Summerwinds Remove-A-Way Clarifying Shampoo, Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream 
Rinse Conditioner and Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner on the coat of your 
puppy and learn how to groom correctly, the sooner your dog will have a competitive show coat 
and you will reap the benefits.  

A dog’s coat goes through several different stages that are divided by age and sex. The older the 
dog gets, the easier the coat care usually becomes to groom. When they are puppies, the coat is 
short and easy to maintain with little to no matting. This is the time when you should be training 
your puppy and yourself for easier grooming days and less problems in the future. There are 
several ways to groom the puppy from lying down on his side or standing on the tablet to be 
groomed. If you want the dog to lie down it will usually take some work teaching the pup to lie 
down and stay still, to get used to having a bath and to accept the hair dryer. Anything new has to 
be introduced gradually to your puppy, but it’s very important to do it. Don’t wait to train your 
puppy because the dog is young and really does not need the everyday attention to the coat. . By 
the time the dog is a yearling and begins to matt, it will be much more difficult for you and the dog 
if he isn’t well trained. Make it easy on you in the beginning, train early and be consistent, with a 
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weekly routine. I cannot stress the importance of this enough. Procrastination has NO place 
when owning an Afghan Hound show dog, that is if you want to win! 

 

PUPPIES: 

 

Training your puppy and when should you start. 

The training and preparedness of your puppy must begin from the time he is a young puppy. 
Imprinting is a process that occurs between the third and seventh week of a puppy's life, when 
the puppy learns to recognize other animals and people and develop relationships with them. 
This is also when the puppy begins to communicate with us in earnest. It is important to cultivate 
your puppy’s senses. Experiences should involve the puppy's sense of touch, sight, smell and 
hearing. It is also good that these experiences are not only to be shared between you and the 
puppy, but also with other people. Before the puppy has reached a month of life, these 
socialization activities really have little long-term effects. By the time the puppy is five to six 
weeks old, these activities should be constant. With the proper socialization process, the puppy 
should now be bonding with you and other humans.  

   
This is also when the puppy learns his place in the pack and his standing within the hierarchy of 
it. If you don’t show the puppy that you are the leader of the pack, then this will cause obedience 
problems later on. After the third month, the puppy's character will begin changing and the 
socialization process will become more difficult and complicated. If the puppy has not become 
heavily imprinted towards people then the harm will be irreversible. 
 
Once puppy has received a good imprinting and socialization, he has the basis upon which to 
build a good line of communication and interaction with you. From the third week of life till the 
fourth month, the experiences that the puppy has will have a heavy impact on its life-long 
character and personality.  I believe that a puppy that is exposed to a wide range of sensory 
stimulating experiences during these early weeks has a strong advantage over those that 
haven't. Showing your dog will require being touched by many different people and use to a lot of 
experiences, such as load speakers, crowds, people and dogs. The better his social skills the 
easier it will be for him. 
 
Grooming your puppy and when should you start… 

When a puppy is from 8 to 18 weeks old, they can get themselves dirty just playing in the dirt, 
mud and worse. Make cleaning them as easy as possible. Put the puppy in the tub and rinse him 
off, and then shampoo him with Summerwinds Shine-Onnn Shampoo. This will familiarize the 
puppy to the feel for water and the sound and feel of the spray of water, along with different 
fragrances. The puppy may not like his first few baths, but eventually he will become use to it. 
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The earlier he is introduction to the bathing and grooming routine, the better. After all, being a dog 
with long coat means he will have to be bathed more often and all through his life.  When the 
water hits the puppy, he may become frighten and try to jump out of the tub, so having a collar to 
grab onto is a good idea. Rinse the puppy as well as you can and then put Summerwinds Fine-
L-Shine Cream Rinse (diluted) on him and quickly rinse out. Towel dry and make sure to keep 
him warm and do not let him get chilled. Afterward, praise and love him and calm him down. 

Put the puppy on a grooming table and make sure he won’t fall off. Never leave him unattended 
on a table hooked from his collar to the grooming arm. He could jump or fall off, breaking 
something or worse, choking to death.  If you have him attached to a grooming table with a leash, 
make sure that the leash is long enough so he will not strangle himself. Start brushing him with a 
slicker and then a pin brush, and finish off with a long tooth comb so he gets use to the feel of all 
three grooming tools. Touch the puppy everywhere and lift the feet and feel of them and comb 
between his toes. If you have a male puppy, be sure to regularly feel for testicles to get him use 
to having them touched. 

The first time you use a dryer on your puppy, hold on to him so that if he becomes a little 
frightened by the sound, he won’t jump or fall off the table.  Do not point the dryer directly at the 
puppy. Turn it on and let him get used to the noise. Make sure that the dryer isn’t too hot for the 
puppy. Blow-dry the puppy as much as you can and then let the dog air dry or cage dry until the 
puppy is completely dry. Every time you bath and groom your dog, you should cut his nails, brush 
his teeth and clean his ears. This all should become part of your dog's weekly grooming routine.   

ADOLESCENTS: 

 
By the time your youngster is an adolescent, he should be behaving well on the table and might 
even be lying down on his/her side for brushing and combing.  For long grooming sections, laying 
him down can be much easier on him and you. I have an office chair next to my grooming table 
so that I can sit down along side of the dog because it has wheels I am still mobile. This method 
also works out great to clean the tarter off their teeth. 

The adolescent’s coat begins to become thicker and longer as the dog ages. Around 9 to18 
months, in both bitches and dogs, or your dog is one that is highly patterned or one that might not 
carry much of a coat; it will start to take longer to dry the dog. As soon as he/she starts shedding 
his puppy coat, you will find that the coat will start being much harder to manage and is going to 
mat more then before! We call this period a coat drop.  Normally, bitches shed before dogs and 
as soon as they have come into season, they can have a heavy coat drop. This usually happens 
about 63 days after their season. Some bitches will even start this coat drop as soon as they 
come into season.  Most will fool you and just when you think they aren’t going to drop their coat, 
sure enough you can count that about 63 days after their season, a normal bitches coats starts to 
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experience a coat drop. This is due to hormone changes and there isn’t too much you can do 
about it. Nature will do her thing! 

During this coat drop period whether it’s due to hormones or puppy drop, you should put your 
Afghan on the grooming table and work on and monitor closely the areas that usually mat the 
most. These areas may include behind the ears; elbows; side coat; middle of their thighs; in front 
of the hock area on their rear legs, along with the front lower legs and in-between their front legs; 
and in-between their toes, where ever there is a friction area. All Afghans hate their feet be 
touched and especially combed and de-matted, that is a given.  It is a good idea to brush and 
thoroughly comb through the dogs coat several times a week; making sure that huge mats will not 
occur during this period. Mats will appear to come up overnight and be a tangled, tight mass. This 
is the period that many novices will lose their dog’s coat. So, I am warning you, don’t skip your 
grooming day or think you’ll put it off until another day because the mats will not go away and 
will become out of control and you and the dog will pay a high price for your procrastination. 
Excuses don’t make winners!!! Each day you put it off will make it harder and harder when you do 
get to it. If the weather is bad during this period, I would suggest a serious brush and comb 
through almost every day and baths every 4 to 5 days. It’s tough, but worth it. I, myself, would 
rather bathe them more often and comb out a few mats then wait too long of a period and spend 
hours brushing and combing and de-mating the dog. Not to mention the coat you will lose and 
what you are putting the dog through to de-mat him. It can be very painful for them, and they will 
begin to hate to be groomed. You will not achieve a beautiful show coat if you can’t keep them 
from mating. If you don’t do the daily checkups during this period, you will find that de-matting and 
removing the mats will cause holes behind elbows, ears and other areas that you do not want to 
have missing gaps of hair. He/she will begin to look moth eaten. You want his coat to look 
pristine… 

ADULTS: 

 
What age do we consider a dog an adult? I would say anywhere from 2 years to 3 years of age. 
This will vary due to the individual maturity difference, both mentally and physically. Some dogs 
are very slow to mature, and others are fast. Some dogs are born an old sole, while others are 
forever young. But what we are referring to mostly here is coat maturity. By the time your dog is 2 
½ years old or so, his coat should be much more manageable. Matting problems occurring less 
and less. The coat should be draping nicely. Hopefully your dog has the proper textured coat that 
is silky. The coat will just continue to grow and get longer and more beautiful. At this point your 
should know how to groom him correctly. Normally it is the drying time that increases, but not 
necessarily. Bar any major stress factors in his/her life; such as, serious infection, anesthesia, 
surgery, hormonal changes, such as whelping a litter or a false pregnancy, the adult will have an 
easy coat to maintain. If you should notice a change in the dog’s coat, such as excessive 
shedding due to any of the causes above, you will need to go back to the routine when he was an 
adolescent. Check the coat daily and make sure any illness gets treated promptly and properly. 



At this point, he/she should be well behaved on the grooming table. He/she should also be well 
trained on a lead and to all show procedures.  He should be settling down to be a much more 
obedient, loving and gentle companion.  

When bitches come in season, they can start dropping coat as I talked about above in the 
adolescent stage. Some bitches drop more, others less and sometimes it goes by unnoticed. 
Infections and injuries treated with antibiotics or any type of cortisone medication can cause a 
coat drop. 

SENIORS: 

 
As your dog ages, he/she will become more stressful for him/her to spend hours being groomed, 
you may feel it is in your dogs best interest to clip back some parts of the coat to reduce the 
grooming time for him. You will also probably notice that his/her rear usually starts to weaken first 
and the dog may have problems standing on the grooming table for long periods of time. He/she 
may be very unsure of him/herself in slippery tubs. At this point, you will have to decide if it is 
worth the dog being in full coat for your ego. Truthfully, he/she could careless about his beautiful 
full coat. I, myself, think they look great clipped down if put in a really cute clip.  

WEEKLY MAINTENANCE BATHING 

1. First put the dog on the table and go through the coat to see if there are any large mats 
or foreign objects caught in the dog’s coat (i.e., sticks and twigs, etc.) Remove them if 
you find any, but carefully so as not to break too much coat.  Lightly and carefully brush 
out any mats that you find. Unwrap ears or cut out bands in the dog if you have wrapped 
ears or banded him and remove any dead hair accumulation around the wraps and comb 
out ears. It is not recommended to dry brush out a dirty coat, especially dried urine in the 
coat; this will cause undo breakage.  Once the coat is shampooed and cream rinsed the 
coat will be easier to brush and comb though and mats will be much easier to remove 
with less coat lose. Take the dog to the tub. 

 

2. Standing up in the tub method: Start with rinsing the coat with lukewarm water 
completely saturating the coat. This can take some time to get the water thoroughly 
through a thick long coat.   

3. Or: Lying down method: If I am using a conventional tub, I like to train the dog to lie 
down in the tub. Fill the tub with water up to about 1/3 of the dogs rear hocks while he is 
standing. Pour the Summerwinds Shine-Onnn Shampoo or Summerwinds Remove-
A-Way Clarifying Shampoo or Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse or 
Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner (whichever one you are using) full 
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strength (about the same dilution as you would dilute each product in water according to 
the bottle direction) into the tub water. With your hand stir to mix the product into the 
water. Now have the dog lie down. While soaking the dog in the tub water and product 
mixture, scoop the water mixture over and over the dog.  This is a way to save a lot of 
time.   The dog will probably fight you the first couple of times you try and getting them to 
lay down in the tub water. That is why it is a good idea to start them out laying down in 
tub when they are puppies.  

 

4. Teaching the dog to lie down in the tub. Kneel down in front of the tub facing the side 
of dog that is standing in the tub of water mixer. Hold the dog’s shoulder with your right 
hand and gently push his shoulder away from you (this will cause him to be off balance.) 
At the same time you have a hold of the dogs rear hock (the farthest one from you), 
gently pulling him/her towards you, will cause the dog to loose his standing balance and 
the dog will lie down. Now, he will probably try and jump back up fast, so quickly hold 
down the shoulders and hindquarters and tell him to stay. Assure him/her that he/she is 
okay. Like I said, it may take a couple of times before they get the idea of what you want 
and that he/she is not going to go completely under the water and drown. You may 
become as wet as the dog during this training period. This method does save a lot of time 
because instantly the dog’s coat is completely wet, plus you have to apply the shampoo 
or condition to the coat at the same time.  

 

5. Standing method: If the coat has any buildup from styling products or other brand 
products used prior, use Summerwinds Remove-A-Way Clarifying Shampoo as 
directed. Followed by applying Summerwinds Shine-Onnn 6.5 pH balanced Shampoo 
(diluted as instructed) to remove dirt and any oil or product buildup from the coat, lather 
working in by squeezing the coat in a downward motion, (being careful not to tangle the 
coat) completely over the dogs entire body. Or, If using the Lying down method: follow 
the direction above, add Summerwinds Remove-A-Way Clarifying Shampoo and 
Summerwinds Shine-Onnn Shampoo full strength into the water and have him/her lie 
down into the shampoo and water mixture scooping it over and over him/her.  Let soak 
for a minimum of three (3) minutes. Make sure that the coat is super clean before you 
condition. Rinse out Summerwinds Shine-Onnn Shampoo with lukewarm water. If you 
have a shower pick attachment, it is easy to rinse the dog with clear water.  Rinse out all 
of the shampoo completely. Water is good for the skin and helps to re-hydrate. 

 

6. Next, apply Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse (diluted). Apply to entire dog. Or 
if using the Lying down method, following the directions above, then pours full strength 
Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse into the tub. Then lie the dog down in the 
tub, scoop the water and Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse over and over the 
dog. Allow dog to soak for a minimum of three (3) minutes. You may choose to leave 
Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse in the coat and do not rinse out. Or rinse out 
Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse completely according to the dogs type of 
coat and condition. Whatever works best on each individual dog. You will know by trying 
it both ways and decide for yourself. I like the result on some of my dogs when I leave the 
product in the coat (for a deep conditioning treatment). Some of my other dogs, I like the 
way the coat combs outs better when the Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse is 
completely rinsed out. This is mostly determined by the texture and the amount of coat 
the dog has. I find detangling thick, fine coats easier when all products are removed. Dry, 
damaged, coarser coats work well when product is left in the coat. You will have to figure 
out which is the best method for each of your individual dogs. 

 

7. Finally apply Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner (diluted), Summerwinds 
Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner is an oil conditioner that we use to condition and protect 
the coat and restore elasticity to damaged coats. Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil 
Conditioner is also used as a preventative treatment to preserve and protect coats that 
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are in good condition. Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner is recommended 
for conditioning treatments and maintenance grooming. We do not recommend you use 
Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner for show grooming because it can leave 
the coat oily. Dilution: I cannot tell you the exact dilution parts per water due to so many 
variables, coat types, and different texture factors and how and where the dog lives, and 
what kind of condition that the dog’s coat is in. You will have to use your own judgment 
and experiment until you find just the right amount of dilution for each of your own dogs. 
This could be anywhere from 1 Tablespoon to as much as a 1 Cup or more of 
Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner to 5 gallons or more of water. I wish I 
could be more precise, but it’s impossible without seeing the dog in person to get just the 
right dilution for each different (not to mention breeds) dog. Some people will use 
Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner full strength on some areas, such as 
the ears tips (when wrapping) and loin area of a male to prevent urine staining, and 
anywhere you want extra protection. Standing method, pour the diluted mixture over all 
the dogs long coat, or if Laying down method follow the above directions and scoop the 
diluted Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner over head, ears, and neck, 
shoulder, front and back legs, side coat, brisket and tail completely saturating. I do not 
recommend that you apply Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner mixture 
over the saddle coat (short coat of their back and top line) on dark coated dogs. Some 
dogs will get a little dander in their saddle. Oil’s will cause old skin cells to slough off, 
making way for new fresh cells, which is a good thing for the skin, but you don’t want to 
see dry flakes in the dog’s saddle.   

 

8. Hot Towel Treatment: For a really deep conditioning treatment, whenever you can, 
wrap your dog in towels and let it sit 10 to 15 minutes with Summerwinds Protect-A-
Coat Oil Conditioner. You can even warm the towels in the tumble dryer first to get the 
full warming impact! This is a good time to clean you dog’s ears, cut him toenails and 
clean teeth while you are waiting. As we described in the Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat 
Oil Conditioner information sheet on how to use Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil 
Conditioner, you can now rinse out all of the Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil 
Condition with warm water. The towel will cause the coat to clump and stick together a 
little so when deep conditioning treatment with towel, rinse extra well with lukewarm 
water. When you rinse out the Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner with 
warm water, the conditioning agents in the product will rinse out leaving the refined flower 
oils remaining in the coat and protecting the coat until shampooed out. Or leave 
Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner in the coat and do not rinse it out for 
another way to deeper condition. In this method the warming towels are not necessary 
because Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner will remain in the coat until the 
next bath. This again, you must decide which is best for each dog’s coat. I put 
Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse and Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil 
Conditioner in together and dilute them together, to save time by only doing one 
procedure instead of two. This is up to you. I then let the product soak on the dog for a 
minimum of three (3) minutes and everything else is the same as above procedure. 

 

Grooming Table Time: 

9. Now it’s time after you have bathed the dog to take him/her to the grooming table. Once 
you’ve hooked him to the grooming arm. Squeeze out as much water as possible; then 
towel dry him/her to remove as much excess water as possible. Be careful not to tangle 
the hair with the towel, rubbing in a circular motion. Always try squeezing the hair in the 
towel in a downward motion. Again, there are many different opinions on how to groom. 
Some people like to groom the dog out totally when he/she is still damp. That is my 
preference. Others, would rather start blow drying and brushing the dog dry. If this is your 
preference, mist the coat first with thermal protection. I will admit that if you have tight 
mats in the dog’s coat, the heat from the dryer will help loosen the hair some. Blow-drying 
the dog with heat can be very drying and will damage coat if you continually blow-dry with 
heat. Blow dryers are the one thing that can damage coats the worst. The heat damages 
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the elasticity and opens the cuticle layer. An open cuticle is more subject to breakage. 
For maintenance grooming, I prefer to brush and then comb thoroughly throw the coat 
until I am sure I haven’t missed any mats. If it’s a warm day, let the dog air-dry. If it’s a 
cool day, put a towel in the bottom of a crate and crate dry him/her. I have walk in dryers, 
but crate drying works almost as well. After he/she is totally dry, put him/her back on the 
table and run the brush through him/her again finishing with a thorough combing making 
sure you don’t miss any mats. Wrap or band ears or any other areas you wish, and you 
are done until his next bath. 

10. Note: Ear Wrapping: (link- to Wrapping and Banding Coats) I highly recommend 
wrapping or banding ears if you want those long beautiful ears. Plus, you won’t have to 
snood (a tube like scarf with elastic at both ends that is slipped over head and neck to 
protect ears) the dog while feeding to prevent the ears from food getting into the ears and 
being eaten off.  If you are going to be wrapping the dog’s ears and other areas such 
as topknot, loin, side coat, etc., you can apply Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil 
Conditioner and/or Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse Paste full strength to 
those areas while the dog is still in the tub and the hair is wet or on dry hair. Why I say 
Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner and/or Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine 
Cream Rinse Paste is because both work equally well and in conjunction with one 
another.  This protects the ears and helps reduce so much mating around the wraps. 
Again, you must decide for yourself which product works best for your dog. Snoods are 
good for show days to keep the ends of the ears clean and out of the mouth. If you use 
the snood for long periods of time, it can cause some ear problems from the warmth and 
no air circulation. On very delicate thin topknots, the elastic in the snood can cause some 
breakage. Snoods are good for short periods of time only. Plus, most dogs learn very fast 
how to remove the snood from their head. 

 
DEMATTING: 
When you are dealing with long coated dogs with or without undercoats, it doesn’t take very much 
neglect to find that you and your dog are in big trouble. if you miss three or four weeks of proper 
grooming with an Afghan going through coat change, you may have to shave your dog. 
 
Mats are ugly and will ruin a show coat if not controlled; not to mention very uncomfortable for 
your dog. Mats will pinch and pull the skin and if they get bad enough, the dog him/herself will 
begin to chew and try to de-mat his/her own coat.  
 
Most mats are created from external influences. The most common is lack of GROOMING on 
a regular basis or by a well meaning, but inexperienced groomer. Fleas, Ticks and Mange or Lice.  
Irritated itchy skin will make the dog scratch. Fleas are one of the worst if the dog is allergic to 
Flea saliva. The dog’s saliva and chewing will set a mat to where it is almost impossible to 
untangle. Ticks are usually found on the ears or head and in between their toes. If you see a 
puffed-up female Tick that is engorged in your dog, look for its male mate. Ticks can cause 
serious diseases such as Encephalitis and Rocky Mountain Fever and should be dealt with 
immediately. First, kill the tick by applying alcohol or nail polish remover on a cotton swab. Grasp 
the Tick with tweezers as close to the skin as possible and gently twist and pull, causing the tick 
to release. There is no cause for alarm if the head remains fixed; rarely will it become infected, 
But can cause an irritant to the dog that he may chew or scratch at causing not only mats, but 
skin rashes. 
 
Different types of coats will matt differently.  Soft and silky longhaired breeds such as Afghans, 
Maltese and Shi Tzu can matt in clumps and spots that will have to be removed. Double-coated 
dogs (i.e., the Alaskan Malamute, Great Pyrenees, etc.,) go through natural shedding processes 
according to their environment. It is essential that the shedding under coat be removed so the 
skin can breathe.  
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For the dematting process you will need patience, time and the right equipment. Summerwinds 
Stat-A-Way Antistatic & DeTangle Spray and Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Paste used 
straight from the jay and (diluted) in a sprayer are great detangling aids  
 
If the dog is lightly matted, mist the coat first with Summerwinds Stat-A-Way Antistatic & 
DeTangle Spray; then carefully brush and comb out some of the mats in a dry coat. If the dog is 
very matted and you are willing to spend hours dematting while blowing dry the coat, carefully 
brush or comb out as much as possible before bathing the dog. Once the mats are wet, it can 
becomes much more difficult to untangle them, but it will save coat. The heat from the dryer will 
help to loosen the mat. 

You will need a good steel comb (I use a Greyhound [* brand name] comb or the Untangle ](* 
brand name] rotating tooth comb), a pin brush and a slicker brush, which is a brush with fine steel 
needle like pins. If you can take a regular pin brush and brush out any loose hair going with the 
grain of growth, you may not have a tough job ahead at all.  

Get the dog to lie down and become comfortable. One thing that is a must is to start at one end 
and work down the leg or body in sections. Do not move to the next section until the first one is 
completely dematted. If you skip around all over the dog, you will get lost and miss many areas. If 
you spend your whole time fighting the dog to stay still, it becomes very exhausting for both of 
you. If you can control the dog’s head, you have control of the dog and that is imperative. Be sure 
not to pull so hard that it is painful for the dog, as most will not be co-operative for further 
dematting. If you tightly hold the tangle between the skin and the knot before combing the matt 
out, it will prevent most pulling pain and discomfort for the dog.  

Take the matt between your fingers and try to separate it with a gentle pulling downward and 
sideways. Dividing the matt into small sections will help to save a lot of hair loss. Separating it by 
hand is impossible so try using a slicker brush first. Brushing over and over in a downward motion 
is careful not to twist your wrist; this will cause more coat breakage. Start at the ends of the hair 
and work your way into the skin. 

Mats make noise. 

Listen to the mat. You can hear a mat. When you are brushing with either a pin or slicker brush, 
mats make noise. You will learn to listen for the sound of the brush moving through the hair. 
When the brush hits a tangle or a mat it make a defendant sound. When the coat is mat free, the 
brush or comb will glide through silently. I tell my owners, I cannot only smell a mat, but I can 
hear it. After the brush gets most of the tangles out, it is best to take the comb and remove any 
fine hair that still may be knotted. Make sure that the entire mat is removed by taking a long-tooth 
steel comb through the hair. If it does not get caught up on a tangle you have a dematted dog.   

Remember, the more patience you have, the calmer the dog will be and the faster the job will be 
completed.  Good luck. 

ANTI-STATIC  
Electrostatic events occur whenever positive and negative electric charges are held a part from 
each other. When you comb or brush hair on a dry day, you will find that the comb/brush can pick 
up bits of dust…then that is a static electric occurrence; it is an example of static electricity. But 
there is no electricity in the hair or in the comb. Instead, the rising of the hair is the static 
electricity. The crackling sounds is from the static electricity. Static electricity is most often 
caused by a lack of moisture in the atmosphere.  

This may or may not be of much interest to you, but when you are trying to show a dog who’s hair 
is suppose to drape and hang down and instead it is sticking out like you stuck his toe in a light 
socket, I am sure that the Scientifics of static electricity will get your attention… Next thing you will 
want is to find a product that will control this phenomenon of static electricity. Summerwinds 
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Stat-A-Way Spray will help combat static in two ways. Summerwinds Stat-A-Way Spray will 
put a small minute amount of oil into the coat which will adds weight and helps hold in necessary 
moisture, while deodorizing the coat at the same time. Summerwinds Stat-A-Way Spray also 
contains detangle properties that protect the hair shaft for ease of grooming and add shine. 

 

DEMATTING AIDS: 
Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse Paste and Summerwinds Stat-A-Way Antistatic & 
Detangle Spray are really good aids to help relax a mat and untangle them. If you take a scoop 
of the Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse Paste in your fingers and message it, full 
strength, into a mat and work the product into the mat.  Wait for a few minutes and begin pulling 
gently downward and sideways, and the mat will begin to loosen. Gently brush through the mat 
with a pin brush.  Finish by holding the mat next to the skin with one hand using your fingers, and 
with the other hand gently running the long toothcomb through the mat. Start at the bottom of the 
mat working up to the skin until the mat is totally untangled. Where the dog is lightly matted, spray 
on Summerwinds Stat-A-Way and message into matted area, the Summerwinds Stat-A-Way 
will help loosen mats both on bathing and grooming days and days in between. 

A new product to our line… The Untangler Pet Grooming Combs have special rotating teeth 
that remove tangles easily, without the pain of pulling and snagging.  Conventional rigid-
toothcombs pull at your dog's coat and tear out hair by the root. The Untangler combs take away 
the pain and the tangles in one easy motion. I have found these combs to be very helpful in 
dealing with mats and is great for coats that are changing and/or going through coat drop. They 
work great with breeds that have undercoat (thick, very fine fur type coat under their longer top 
coat).  I liked them so much that Summerwinds are now distributing them. They come in several 
different sizes, for cats to large dogs. 

 

Showsheen spray, primarily for horses, can be found in feed stores and tack shops. This is 
another product that can be helpful in loosening mats during coat changes and when dematting is 
a daily routine.  Never dry brush a dry coat; always mist with water or Summerwinds Stat-A-
Way Antistatic & DeTangle Spray first. 

GROOMING TOOLS: 
The grooming tools that you will need and use the most is:  

1. A Pin Brush:  A large paddle type pin brush, which should have long pins that have a 
rubber bottom. Do not use pin brushes with balls on the ends of the pins. They will pull 
out too much coat. 

2. A Long-Tooth Comb: The most popular long-tooth comb is a stainless steel comb called 
the Greyhound (*brand name).  The long-tooth comb used primarily on long-haired cats.  
Another great comb is the Untangler comb (*brand name) with rotating teeth.  

3. A Slicker Brush: The slicker brush is a short-handle brush with a flat base and very fine 
metal bend teeth. Great for puppy coats and detangling a mat if used correctly.  It should 
always be used very carefully in a downward direction and never in a twisting motion. It is 
great to use on a very heavy coat. I have known many really good groomers that use 
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nothing but a slicker. But they know how to use it. What is good for one person, may not 
be preferred by another person, due to not knowing how to use the tool correctly. 

4. Stand Blow Dryer: Grooming Table with Grooming Arm: Nail Clippers: Hair Clippers: 
Scissors (thinning and regular), and Tooth Brush: 

  

SHOW GROOM: 
1. The show groom is done very much the same as the above maintenance bathing. If you 

are not using Summerwinds Remove-A-Way Clarifying Shampoo, you may want to 
use a second Summerwinds Shine-Onnn Shampoo if the dog is extremely dirty, or if 
you have added a heavy dilution of Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner 
and you think he is extra oily. The first shampooing removes most of the dirt or oil, but 
leave the dogs natural oil in the dog’s coat. An Afghan, unlike some of the sporting 
breeds, doesn’t have that many sebaceous glands and natural oil dander. That is why 
people who are allergic to dog’s dander, but tolerant being around the Afghan, Poodle 
and other drier coated dogs.  II recommend the less shampoo if you can help it for better 
results. On the show groom, you will not apply the Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil 
Conditioner.  

 

2. You will apply Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse diluted. Follow the directions 
on the bottle or whatever works best for your individual dog. Rinsing out Summerwinds 
Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse will vary due to several factors, such as the type and 
amount of coat the dog has, and the weather conditions that may cause static electricity 
in the air (i.e., a dry Santa Anna, or hot to dry and cold weather. If you want to control the 
coat from fly away static, you m want to leave some or a lot of Summerwinds Fine-L-
Shine Cream Rinse in the coat. If the dog has a bushy, cottony coat, leaving some 
Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse in the coat might help it hang down and 
drape better. In fact, with bushy, cottony coats, I will add a small amount of 
Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Oil Conditioner to the shampoo this will sometimes 
help the coat to drape as well. If the dog’s coat is thin and silky you may want to 
thoroughly rinse out all of the Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse, or it might 
leave a little oily appearance. You will have to figure out what is best for each individual 
dog. Do some test grooms on non-show grooms until you find what works best. Wring 
out the dog’s coat as much as you can to remove excess water in the tub; squeezing in 
a downward motion.  

3. Take the dog to the grooming table and towel dry him to remove as much moisture from 
his coat as you can. Do not rub the coat too much in a circular motion with the towel, 
and be careful not to cause matting. Squeezing the towel in a downward motion over 
and over to remove water. Put a couple of towels in the bottom of a crate and put the 
dog in the crate for about 15 to 20 minutes. The towels will help to remove a lot of the 
moisture and leave the coat damp.  

4. After the 20 minutes is up, put the dog back on the table. If you are using the standing 
method, hook his collar to the grooming arm. If you are using the lying down method, 
lay him/her on his/her off-show side so that you can start to dry his show-side first. Now 
start the drying process. The desired show coat for the Afghan is straight, draping 
downward coat. Curly or wavy coat is not desired.  If the dog is standing, aim the blow 
dryer at the top of the dog’s side and working downward (water will run from the top of 
the dog to the feet) With the dryer nozzle pointed at the dog’s coat, start brushing the 
coat with a pin brush directly under the dryer nozzle; brushing in a downward strokes 
while applying some presser to pull out any wave in the coat. The brush should glide 
easily through the coat. Once that section of coat is dry, move down the leg or body. 
Then start the next section in the same manor until the entire dog is thoroughly dry.  

5. Make sure that the finished dog is completely dry to the skin with no damp spots on the 
elbows, behind ears or the underbelly. Dampness will cause the coat to mat faster. Any 
dampness will also cause the wave or curl to come back into the coat. Now that the dog 
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is thoroughly dry run the comb through the entire body making sure that the dog is mat 
free. Go through the finished dog with a steel comb with long teeth and a cool airflow on 
your dryer. The cool air helps close the cuticles layer and relaxes the hair from the harsh 
heat from the blow dryer that helps to straighten and dry the dog’s coat. Finishing with a 
cool dryer after the dog is totally dry also sets the hair and helps prevent the wave or curl 
in the coat to return. 

He/she is now ready for the show ring. Your job is now to keep him clean until the show(s) are 
over. This is where different methods are used. A snood for the ears. Banding of hair or hair clips 
to prevent the males from urinating on their side coats. Legging’s for males that will urinate on 
the back of their legs.  Our Pee Vest, Snoods, Legging and Boots are big sellers that help to 

keep the dogs clean. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WRAPPING AND BANDING COATS: 

EAR WRAPPING: 
Ear and body wrapping and hair banding is a good way to protect the coat and prevent hair 
breakage. There are many different ways and materials used to wrap coats. Some of the 
materials used in wrapping are plastic, silk, or with parchment paper.  I use parchment paper that 
are pre-folded, deli papers that are used to wrap deli sandwiches and submarine sandwiches. 
These work the best for me. I purchase them at Costco. Brand name -James River- Food Wrap 
product parchment - made in MI 49004, 500 sheets, 12” X 10 3/4”. There are two different 
methods I use to wrap ears. Both start out in the same way.  As I said, these papers come in 
boxes pre-folded in half like Kleenex. I then fold the already pre-folded sheet in half again. Next, I 
open the fold I just made back to the beginning to the way they come in the package, which is in 
half pre-folded size. I use the fold line I just made and fold the edge to that fold and fold again to 
the end. Sort of like in a roll, instead you have creased and folded into fourths, until you end up 
with a narrow folded paper. The reason for folding the paper is it’s much easier to work with and 
to fold the hair inside of. 
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One is to wrap the end of the ears coat in packages 

                   

1.) I am right handed, so I start by holding the dog’s ear in my right hand and slide 
the paper underneath the ear. Make sure to slide the paper to below the ear 
leather. Do not fold the ear leather in the paper.   

2.) Bring one fourth of the paper in front of the ear and hold the ear coat in tightly 
with your right thumb.  



3.) Then with your left hand, fold the last fourth of the paper around to the front of 
the dog’s ear. Still holding on to the dog’s ear and wrap in your right hand. 

 

 

4.) Fold the ear wrap in half with your left hand, still holding onto the dog’s ear and 
the top of the wrap in your right hand. 

5.) Fold the wrap in half again with your left hand, still holding onto the dog’s ear and 
the top of the wrap in your right hand. 

6.) You hold onto the wrap package with your left hand so it will be easier to wrap 
the rubber bands around the ear wrap with your right hand. Caution: You will 
first want to check and make sure you have not caught the dog’s ear 
leather in the paper wrap by taking a long toothed steel comb and run the 
teeth between the end of the ear leather and the top of the ear wrap. Now it 
is time the rubber band the wrap to the ear. I use two, you will want to wrap them 
enough times around the wrap so that the ear package in snugly secure. 

 

 

7.) Insurance: Check again with the steel come to make sure the teeth can go 
completely through between the tip end of the ear and the wrap package. If you 
should catch the end of the ear leather and rubber band it tightly into the wrap, it 



can cut off the circulation and you could loosen the end of the dog’s ear. This is 
very important to not forget to do everything as you wrap the dog’s ears. 

8.) The dog’s ears are wrapped in packages. The other wrap I use the most is the 
same wrapping as fig.1.2.3. 4. 5. Wrap the end of the ear fringes in the paper 
and wrap up to fig 5. 

 

5.) Fold up wrap in half.  
6.) Fold up wrap in half again. 
7.) Open wrap and insert your finger so that the wrap has an open area. 
8.) Wrap rubber band around the top of the wrap. Insert a steel comb between the end of the 

ear leather and the top of the wrap to make sure that the rubber band has not wrapped the 
end of the ear leather. Be sure to see the teeth of the comb from the opposite side. 

9.)  Now, run a small collar around the neck and through the ear wraps to hold the ears close 
to the neck, which is a safe way to make sure that the wraps don’t get caught on anything 
or that the dog or his kennel mates don’t chew off the ear wraps and eat off the ear coat 
along with the wraps. 

 

10.) Removing the Ear Wraps: The length of time you leave the ears wrapped will vary a little. I 
usually leave them up until their next bath. Some people like to check them more often that 
will be up to you. When you unwrap the wrap there will be hair wrapped around the part of 
the ear where the wrap was; it might even be some what mated. What has happened is the 
loose hair that the dog normal sheds will gather around the top of the ear wrap. Gently pull 
it apart and then brush with a pin brush and comb through the ear with a steel comb and it 
should remove easily. Some people are of the belief that you can loose too much ear coat 



by wrapping ears. I don’t find that to be true. I feel that you can loose more ear coat by one 
accidental eating the ear fringe off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BANDING: 

 





 

Banding up the coat of the adult Afghan hound is another way to protect side coats on the males 
for protection of the groin hair area from urine stains.  Banding also protects ear coat from getting 
into the dog’s mouth. Some people will use this method as a weekly routine. Others will only band 
in between shows to keep the dog clean. It is a great way to keep a full-coated male who is in the 
house all the time from getting urine on their side and leg coat to prevent the dog from smelling 
like urine.  

 

                 



 

People will use different types of rubber bands. I prefer the small bands that the toy breeds use in 
their topknots, made of latex material. They don’t break hair. To remove, just cut the band out of 
the hair. Some people will use the rubber bands that are used in children’s hair and covered with 
nylon. To band the hair, start from the groin and wrap the side coat forward and the leg coat 
downwards. Take about a 2” piece of hair and wrap a rubber band around it, making a very small 
ponytail. Then take another 2” piece of hair next to the first one and connect together with a 
rubber band to the first ponytail, like a French braid. Continue doing the same along the dogs 
underline until you have tied up the coat to where it is up and out of the way and won’t get soiled.  

1.) Then for the rear legs, start again at the loin area. With a 2” piece of hair, wrap it in a 
pony tail, then take another 2” piece of hair, band to the first ponytail and wrap the two 
together working down the stifle front part of the rear leg until you have tied up all the leg 
coat you think will get dirty. Be careful not to band too tight at the base 

2.) This method can be used also on a bitch down their rear legs to tie up their skirts from 
being soiled by urine. Start at the top of the bitches rear and top of the back leg. Make 
the first 2” ponytail then connect the next 2” piece of hair along with the first ponytail; 
rubber band both together. Then take the next 2” piece of hair and rubber band it to the 
first two. Continue the same way down the back leg until you reach the hock. Be careful 
not to band too tight at the base.  

 

 



SHAMPOOING AND CONDITIONING MADE EASY 
RECYCLING TUB METHOD: 
I have two recycling tubs that I use. One is used for shampooing and the other for cream rinsing 
and conditioning.  A recycling tub is a walk-in tub that has a reservoir below the floor that you fill 
with water and add product  (i.e., shampoo or conditioner). It has a motor (much like a sub-pump) 
that pumps the water out of the reservoir filled with the mixing of water and product through a 
sprayer hose onto the dog. Once you are finished shampooing/conditioning the dog, you unplug 
the reservoir and drain out the product & water mixture. With another sprayer rinse the dog with 
clear water. I really like my tubs because they save time and product. We use to sell these tubs, 
but they are quite expensive, and to my knowledge no longer available.  

SUB-PUMP RECYCLING METHOD: 
Here’s all you will need: A Sub-Pump, Short Garden Hose, Shower Sprayer, Electric Power-
Surge Strip, Old Pair of Panty Hose, Shower-WaterPik* (brand name) Sprayer Attachment. Use it 
for an inexpensive, efficient, and effective time and product saving method to bath a dog. 
You can get the same effect as my recycling tubs by using a sub-pump from your local hardware 
store. The smallest one they make will work great! Take an old panty hose or knee high nylon 
stocking and pull over the bottom of the sub-pump (this will keep hair from being sucked up into 
the sub-pump causing it to clog or over heat) The sub-pump has a hose connection on the bottom 
of the unit. Purchase a very short length of hose (10 to 15 feet) and attach to the sub-pump. On 
the end of the hose, attach a shower sprayer. Nothing elaborate, just a cheap plastic shower 
sprayer works great. You’ll need an electric power-surge strip to plug into an electric outlet. 
  
Now plug your sub-pump into the electric power-surge strip. This has a on and off button. (You 
can also purchase a foot switch that you can step on that turns the pump on and off, but they can 
be expensive and the power-surge strip works fine.) Fill the bottom of your bathtub with water up 
to about 1/3 of the dogs hock, add Summerwinds Shine-Onnn Shampoo or Summerwinds 
Remove-A-Way Clarifying Shampoo or Summerwinds Fine-L-Shine or Summerwinds 
Protect-A-Coat Conditioner (whichever one you are using) full strength into the water until the 
desired mixer of diluted product is achieved. Emerge the sub-pump into the bathtub of water and 
product mixer.  Holding on to the hose and shower sprayer, turn on the sub-pump (keep a dry 
towel close to dry your hands off before turning on or off the sub-pump via a power surge 
protector.) The sub-pump will start to pull the water mixture up through the hose and out the 
shower sprayer. Then hose down the dog’s entire body, spraying in a downward motion. When 
spraying the head, protect the eyes. Once the dog is thoroughly shampooed, turn off the sub-
pump, un-plug the tub and drain out the shampoo mixture.  
 
Next, with a separate Shower WaterPik (* brand name) sprayer attachment, rinse off the dog with 
clear, lukewarm water until all the shampoo is totally rinsed out of the dog’s coat. Now re-plug the 
bathtub and add the water again up to about 1/3 of the dog’s hock, filling tub with Summerwinds 
Fine-L-Shine Cream Rinse, or a mixture of both Summerwinds Final-L-Shine Cream Rinse 
and Summerwinds Protect-A-Coat Conditioner. Rinse completely using clear water. This is a 
very fast and thorough method.  It applies the product and wets down the dog in one easy 
application plus being a great product saver. Next, towel-dry the dog that’s ready for grooming.  
 

TABOO HINTS: AFGHAN TRIMMING… 
I know this is a very touchy subject. Like walking on holy ground. A Kind of a hypocritical oath of 
show grooming an Afghan. Something most people do, but don’t admit to anyway to the power’s 
to be. Because the Afghan hound standard states, the Afghan Hound shall be shown in its natural 
state. The natural state of an Afghan Hound is matted. Show me what’s natural about a dog show 
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and I will concede. Some old time breeders would say you may remove hair if you pull of pluck it 
out between your figures by hand, and that’s okay. That is like being a little bit pregnant. Either 
you do trim or you don’t. Show me a top- winning competitor that is showing Afghans today that 
says they don’t trim, and I will show you one that is showing a highly patterned dog or a liar. 

For the novice, that is at a big disadvantage to begin with, competing against the old time pro’s 
it’s very hard for them to present their dogs in a competitive groom when there are no manuals, 
guidelines, or books to refer to which address the taboo subject of trimming the Afghan Hound. 
Some breeders, owners and handlers will share with the newcomer, that is if the know the true art 
of trimming themselves.  

Here is my attempt to help with this subject of trimming the Afghan Hound. Tools used to trim an 
Afghan Hound so the dog will appear as natural as possible. 

 

 

1. Magnet Trimmer, a tool, if used properly, removes fuzz in the saddle coat, without cutting 
the undercoat short hair.  

2. Thinning shears for stubborn hair a base of the tail, cheeks, muzzle, and other areas.  
3. Rubber figure tips to hand pluck out coat. 
4. Pumas Stone to remove fuzz in saddle, cheeks, and muzzle. I prefer the Magnet Trimmer 

because the Pumas Stone will cut the under hair saddle. The Pumas Stone is easier to 
learn to use. 



5. Cuticle Rubber tipped brush to use in saddle while bathing to polish and remove any 
dander

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXERCISE: 

This is not a subject that should ever be over looked. We are asking these dogs to be stars, excel 
and be a cut above. No different than an Olympic athlete, they need the proper diet, rest and 
exercise to be able to compete.  Remember dogs sleep almost 80% of their lives away. For the 
show ring, they don’t really need a lot of endurance like they would in the wild. But the better 
shape they are in, the longer they will live, and the more effortless their movements will be. 
Exercising the dog should be done on a regular daily basis. They should free run in an enclosed 
area. Long walks and jogging either next to you or along side you, or running with you on a bike 
will benefit both you and the dog. 

               Anatomy Of The Afghan H

 
Head: Highly sensitive devices that reacts to the rattle off f

ound 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

eeding pans. 
: Cleaning device for children’s faces. 

 Sharp objects for converting fine furniture into junk. 
eart: Pure Gold… 
tomach: Cast Iron receptacle for stones, rocks, bones, dog food and plastic toys. 
ront Feet: Excavation tools used to uproot plants, bushes, and flower, and to bury bones, 
allets and car keys. 
oat: Hairy covering in a variety of colors, shades and lengths. Also found on rugs, dark 
uits and chairs. 
egs: Four Speed Drive: 
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L  Low: Answering calls and commands.  Medium;  Normal Activity. 

ast:F  Bicycles, Cars, Rabbits, & Food. Reverse: Going to the Vet’s. 
ear Legs: Lifting Device Activated Automatically by Fire Plugs, Tree Trunks and Pant 
egs. 
ear End: In the city this section must be taken outside at least twice a day. 
ail: Signal device for removing ashtrays, vases, etc. from low tables, also known as a 
thal weapon, leaving black & blue marks on human legs. 
eck: Long extension to hold collar, leash, tags and head to body.   
his is very old. Author: UNKNOWN. Whoever wrote this hit the nail on the head, and I felt it was 
orth sharing and passing on to a new generation. 
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Afghan Hound Rescue's 
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&ie=ISO-8859-
1&q=Afghan+Hound+Rescue&btnG=Google+Search
 
 
 
This is just TWATR... The World According To Rosemary. If you have any suggestions or 
comments or additional hints I would like to hear them. 
 
We welcome any helpful hints, techniques or articles you use that you would like to share. 
 

Email Us Here 
 

Forward to a Friend 
 

mailto:summerwindsBis@aol.com
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